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Rational: The World Wide Web is a wonderful tool to help students practice their Spanish skills in the classroom and at home. It also can be of great use to teachers of the Spanish language. Listed below are ten websites that would be very useful to both while being aligned with the NYS Spanish Learning Standards.   
Mexico For Kids 
http://www.elbalero.gob.mx/index_kids.html
Summary: The website is operated by the Presidency of the Mexico Republic and contains an abundance of information about Mexico. The site divides its information into history, government, exploring, biodiversity, games, and news. Visitors can send vibrant e-cards to friends and family in Spanish and even change the entire site’s language to French or Italian. 
Comments: This is an awesome website that gives students an opportunity to learn about Mexico without even having to leave the country. It has backgrounds and photos that are extremely colorful and fun to look at. Also, it is easy to navigate throughout the site, because it is extremely organized and everything loads quickly. The interactive activities teach a variety of interesting facts about Mexico in a fun and exciting way. 

Score:
Spanish Unlimited 

http://www.spanishunlimited.com/su/
Summary: This site offers a variety of resources for all levels of students and teachers. Visitors can test their knowledge of Spanish, read horoscopes and jokes, learn how to make different authentic foods through recipes, and play interactive games like hangman and word searches. The site even allows visitors to watch Spanish videos, have a pen pal from another country, and send interactive postcards to others. 
Comments: This site is organized and information is easy to find and use. The backgrounds and pictures are plain, but the interactive games are extremely fun to play. They cover a variety of topics that are part of all levels of Spanish. Unfortunately, every aspect of this site is not easy accessible. You have to sign up for a member name and password to get into some links, but membership is free.  


Score: 


La Página de Español de la Señora Bernad 

http://scroggs.chccs.k12.nc.us/~abernad-calhoun/index.HTML
Summary: This website was created for Spanish beginners by Sra. Bernad who is a native of Spain. Within her site are photos from Spain, a variety of games to practice vocabulary (battleship, hangman, matching, quizzes, etc.), and numerous links to other websites containing cultural topics. Other Spanish teachers can view her curriculum for every grade she teachers along with what she is doing currently with her classes. 
Comments: This is a great site for students to learn Spanish and all the cultures contained therein by themselves. The game section is really great, because it offers a variety of fun games for students to play. The cultural page is also awesome, because it has an abundance of links to interesting articles, directions for authentic crafts, Spanish music, and authentic recipes. The only unattractive aspect to this site was that there were misspellings on different parts of the site. 

Score: 


Study Spanish 






http://www.studyspanish.com/ 
Summary: This website is an online Spanish tutorial for all levels of Spanish. It offers lessons on grammar and vocabulary along with pronunciation help. Visitors can also use verb drills to assess and/or practice conjugating verbs that they are learning in class, and read cultural readings in Spanish. The help desk offers a quick and easy way for students to get help with the site. 
Comments: The Spanish tutorial has great step-by-step instructions for different aspects of grammar, which is great for students who are having trouble understanding the current topics in class. This is truly the highlight of the website. However, the site also gives great vocabulary lists about a variety of different topics and very interesting cultural readings. Moving around the website is very easy and all of the lessons are organized from beginning aspects of the language to the more advanced aspects. This website also requires teacher and student memberships, but they are both free. Visitors would just have to take the time to sign up for them. 

Score: 

El Nuevo Herald 
http://www.elnuevoherald.com/ - News in Spanish

Summary: This is an online newspaper in Spanish that offers every aspect of a typical newspaper from sports to weather. News from Spanish-speaking countries and the United States is reported on this site. Additionally, there is an archive that visitors could search from for desired topics. 
Comments: Intermediate to advanced students and Spanish teachers would benefit greatly from visiting this site. It is a great way to keep up with news by practicing reading in Spanish. Not every online newspaper offers news from both the United States and Spanish-speaking countries, which makes this a great resource. 

Score: 

Condorito (Condor Bird)
http://www.condorito.cl/ 
Summary: Condorito contains a variety of activities for practicing Spanish for all levels. There are comics about a variety of themes, games practicing vocabulary, and e-cards using the condor bird as its star. Also there are links to Spanish language newspapers from all around the world, humorous jokes, and links to interactive sites for students.  
Comments: This site is an awesome website full of fun and interactive activities for students. The comics and jokes are written at a level the students can understand, which is a great opportunity for students to practice reading in an exciting way. Links to other websites are also listed on the site, and these sites are also extremely engaging and fun for all.  

Score: 
International Children’s Digital Library 
http://www.childrenslibrary.org/
Summary: This website has thousands of children’s books completely online in a variety of languages. There is an advanced search option that allows visitors to narrow down exactly what they are looking for which includes genres, reading levels/age groups, and languages. There is also a book of the week listed along with an opportunity to become a member of the online library. 
Comments: This wonderful website allows teachers and students to read through numerous books in Spanish, which is great for those who do not wish to actually purchase the books. The site is easy to navigate, very colorful, and would be useful for teachers of all languages. You have to become a member of the library to save books into your own “library” on the site. However, non-members can do everything else on the site besides this. 

Score: 


Best Spanish Websites 
http://www.uni.edu/becker/Spanish3.html 
Summary: This website is appropriate for all levels of Spanish and Spanish teachers. The site has numerous links to all different topics. These topics include Spanish grammar and verb help, quizzes to assess your Spanish skills, tutorial lessons, Spanish newspapers, pen-pals, food, dictionaries, games and fun sites for students. There are also links specifically interesting to teachers like lesson plans and cultural activities. 
Comments: This site contains so many different links to many aspects of the Spanish language and the cultures contained therein. Students would be able to easily get help on any topic that they are having trouble with and also would be able to do many fun activities that are linked to this page. Teachers can easily access numerous lesson plans and fun cultural activities for class. The site is organized, but the links on the table of contents do not work. This means you have to look through the entire site to find the section you want. 

Score: 


Spark Enthusiasm 
http://www.sparkenthusiasm.com/index.html 
Summary: This website was created by two award-winning Spanish teachers. Students of all levels of Spanish can view Spanish videos, send e-cards, create their own Picasso paintings, design their own comics, listen to authentic music, and view Power Points about all different types of topics. Teachers can also use this site for Spanish videos, Power Points for classroom instruction, printable notes, songs, games, and also links to other useful web sites for teaching Spanish. Useful books and publications can also be purchased by Spanish teachers for use in their classroom on this website. 
Comments: This is phenomenal web site. The resources are divided into resources for students and resources for teachers. Visitors can quickly go to the section that interests them, and the materials on this site are wonderful for all. Teachers can find great new ideas that have been created by award-winning language teachers, and students can learn and/or review their Spanish in fun and exciting ways. This site loads very quickly, and there are great additional links to visit listed on the page. 

Score: 


Immigration  
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/introduction.html 
Summary: This web site gives an extensive overview of immigration suitable for all levels of Spanish. Students can learn about the history of immigration in a variety of countries, read personal interviews from immigrants, play interactive games to test their knowledge of topics related to immigration, and view the “potluck” which is a list of recipes from different countries. Teachers can access pre-made lesson plans about immigration and the countries of their choice. 
Comments: This is a wonderful site that teaches immigration in a variety of ways. Students and teachers can always choose which country they want to learn about. The games are very unique and show students how their culture in the United States has been influenced by immigrants, which is often hard to teach students. The site is very colorful and extremely easy to navigate and would be a great addition to any foreign language curriculum. 

Score:
